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Charlemagne on a tour through Provence, has described
his journey in a poem called the Paraenesis ad Judices,
in which he satirizes the corruptness of the judges;
among the bribes which they accept from litigants, he
mentions gold pieces with Arab legends.

" Iste gravi nuinero numraos fert divites ami
Quos Arabum sermo sive caracter arat,"

Prou suggests that the few gold coins of Charlemagne
now known were originally issued to compete with the
Arab gold that circulated in France. It seems from a
passage in one of Longperier's essays, that finds of gold
Arab coins have been made in France, but he gives
no details. The only other gold coin of the period
that could vie in popularity with the Abbasid dinar
was the solidus of the Byzantine Empire, and a com-
parison of the number of gold coins of these two great
currencies of the period in any modern collection
shows that the Arab dinar must have had the greater
circulation. We are fortunate in haying at least one
find of the period which illustrates the gold coinage of
the Carolingian Empire of the eighth and ninth centuries.
In 1857, during the erection of a bridge over the Eeno
near Bologna, a number of gold coins were found eight
feet below the bed of the river. These were 41 By-
zantine solidi, 5 of Beneventum, and 13 dinars of the
Abb'asid Caliphs al-Mansur, al-Mahdi, Harun al-Bashid,
and al-Arnln, the latest coin being of Constantine
VII (813-820) and the latest Arab coin was dated
198 A.H. = 814 A,D. As a number of human bones were
found with tbe coins, and the coins could hardly have
been buried in the bed of the river deliberately, it seems
probable that the owner was drowned there while carrying